
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Agenda – 22 December 2025 at 10:00 
1. Welcome by the Chair (Cllr. Gornall) 

2. Apologies for absence. 

Cllr. Eccles and Emma Baines 

3. Current Status 
As of December 2025, the Council has confirmed its intent to proceed, pending 

finalisation of a Grant Agreement with RVBC, which includes submitting a site plan 

and full details of the proposed works along with an estimated time frame for the 

works and details of future maintenance arrangements. 

See notes of meeting held on the 19 November 2025  

 

 

 

 

4. Update on Actions from 15-12-2025 Meeting 

 

# Action Who Update 

1 

Ask William Pye what the main cost drivers 

are on their current quote and if/how they 

could be reduced. 
Cllrs. 
Walker  
And 
Gornall 

Replace sandstone paving 
reduces costs, revised quote 
= £52,118 vs £69,866 saving 
£17,748 

2 

Using the information gained in 1 above, 

produce an alternative design /specification, 

with as much detail as possible.  

Use SBG across the whole 
area. 

3 
Suggest other companies to request quotes 

from and send their details to the Clerk 
All Nothing new sent 

4 See additional quotes  Clerk Need redesign / specification 

5 
Surface scan quotes to a depth of at least 

one 1 meter. 
Cllr. 
Walker 

 

6  Review and amend Project Plan 
Cllr 
Gornall 

 

Towneley Garden Event Space  
Project Delivery 
A Town Council Working Group 

Page 1 of 19



 

Page 2 of 2 

5. Design considerations for specification. (See attached) 
a. Agree surface material. 

b. Tarmac footpaths around the perimeter.   

Shall we keep or take SBG up to grass edge. 

To be included in Stage 1:  

c. Planted up areas around the perimeter and inside the space. 

d. Use planters or plant in prepared beds. 

e. Benches, picnic tables etc.  Composite or other material. 

6. Confirm actions and date for next meeting. 
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Ques on asked of Grok3: 

What is the least expensive way to re-surface the bowling green at Longridge Towneley Gardens to make it 

a rac ve and suitable for use by market traders once per week, and residents every day.  

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS): 
SuDS in the UK are designed to manage surface water runoff in a way that mimics natural processes, 

reducing flood risk, improving water quality, and providing amenity/biodiversity benefits.  They are 

governed by planning policy and regula ons.  Self-binding gravel, reinforced gravel grids, resin-bound 

aggregate and permeable block paving allow infiltra on directly or via a sub-base, fully mee ng planning 

and policy requirements without extra works. 

Recommended least expensive permeable op on: 
Based on cost comparisons from UK sources, the least expensive op on for resurfacing an area the size of 

the bowling ring, while keeping it a rac ve, durable for weekly market trader use (e.g., foot traffic, stalls, 

and light vehicle access for setup), and suitable for daily resident ac vi es (e.g., walking or casual 

recrea on) is self-binding gravel. It typically ranges from £20–£50 per m² installed, depending on depth, 

sub-base prepara on, and supplier—significantly lower than sandstone paving (£100–£150+ per m²) or 

resin bound aggregate (£50–£100 per m²). 

Self-binding gravel compacts into a firm, natural-looking surface that's permeable for drainage, low-

maintenance, and aesthe cally pleasing with a rus c appeal. It's well-suited for mixed use, as it handles 

occasional light loads without ru ng and provides a stable walking surface, though it may need occasional 

topping up or weed control. 

Details of permeable alterna ves: 
Cheaper alterna ves include loose gravel (£15–£40 per m²) for use where firmness isn't cri cal, or 

tarmac/asphalt (£50–£80 per m² for large areas) if a harder, more vehicle-resistant surface is preferred—

but these may be less visually a rac ve for everyday resident enjoyment. 

Cheapest Alterna ves: 

a. Loose gravel or reinforced gravel with plas c grids: O en the most affordable (£15–£40/m² installed 

for basic gravel; grids add £20–£60/m² total).  Grids (e.g., honeycomb plas c systems filled with gravel 

or grass) stabilise the surface, prevent ru ng from light vehicles/stalls, and remain fully permeable. 

Ideal for natural look and low cost on large areas. 

 

 

 

 

b. Self-binding gravel (e.g., Breedon or hoggin): £20–£50/m². Compacts to a firm, natural path-like 

surface; permeable and rus c. Great for daily walking and occasional market setup. 
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Mid-Range Op ons: 

c. Porous asphalt/tarmac: £50–£80/m². Hard-wearing for light vehicle access; looks like standard tarmac 

but drains through voids. 

 

 

 

 

d. Resin-bound aggregate: £50–£100/m². Smooth, a rac ve, UV-stable finish in various colours; very 

durable and fully permeable. Premium look but higher cost. 

 

 

 

 

Higher-End Op ons: 

e. Permeable block paving or porous concrete: £80–£110+/m². Interlocking blocks with gaps or porous 

material; strong but more expensive and may need vacuum maintenance to prevent clogging 
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In most areas SBG 

up to grass edge 

no tarmac path 
 

Trees and plants around the 

circumference and inside area. 
 

Trees and plants around the 

circumference and inside area. 

To be included in Stage 1. 

Planters or in ground? 
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Tarmac path the full 

circumference of the 

bowling green. 
 

Tarmac path the full 

circumference of the 

bowling green. 
 

Tarmac path the full 

circumference of the 

bowling green. 
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Stone sets break 

up SBG. To be 

included in Stage 1 

Sea ng and benches installed. 

To be included in Stage 1 

Sea ng and benches installed. 

To be included in Stage 1 
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£365 

£445 each. 
£765 

£685 
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